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Mun River Fish
 The Mun River is home to at least 265 fish 

species, which can be roughly, classified as ‘black’, 

‘white’ and ‘grey’ fish. 

 The colours assigned to the fish species do not 

refer to their skin colour or pigmentation but rather 

their behaviour and spawning habits. 

 ‘White’ fish defined as migratory species that travel 

long distances both up and down the Mun and 

Mekong Rivers to spawn on floodplains of these 

rivers. 

 ‘Black’ fish are non- migratory and live and breed 

in relatively short distances along the Mun or 

Mekong River.

 ‘Grey’ fish are species that move between 

floodplains and rivers to spawn but the distances 

are generally fairly short. 
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Purpose of the Research

 What impact does the new FCZ’s have on number/diversity of migratory 

and non-migratory fish numbers and fish catch in the lower Mun River? 

 Are the new FCZ’s providing other (social, economic, cultural, spiritual) 

benefits to villagers, government and non-government organisations? 

 What roles do villagers, government (EGAT and Department of Fisheries 

(DoF)) and NGO’s play in the FCZ’s and what future roles should they 

play? 

 Are FCZ’s a viable (Integrated Water Management) IWM tool that could 

be considered for wider use across Thailand or other countries? 









Daily Responsibilities of Those 

Surveyed

Care of Grandchildren

Rice Farming

Duck and Chicken Farming

Fishing

Sand Mining (Dredging)

Housekeeping

Buffulo Farming

Knife making

Nothing

Selling Ceremonial Drums



FCZ Sign



Perceived Benefits of FCZ
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+
Fish Feeding in New Sanctuary



+
Conceptual Model – Future 

Projections



Future Opportunities
 There is a need for EGAT and the DoF to put aside the historical issues and begin to 

engage with relevant stakeholders of the FCZ’s. The monitoring of the FCZ’s requires 
specialist modelling tools and scientific data to be able to model the complex 
interactions and the budgets of EGAT and DoF are ideal for securing these tools. 

 One opportunity that would greatly assist would be the creation of a governing 
committee for the governance of FCZ’s. This committee could comprise of EGAT, 
DoF, villager representatives, NGO and local government authorities. 

 It would be helpful if the NGO changed its approach to facilitate improvements in 
relations between the committee members. 

 Water professionals and university researchers who are involved with the villagers, 
NGO or EGAT should genuinely strive to improve relationships between the 
stakeholders and focus their efforts in educating stakeholders and facilitating better 
governance practices. Women need to be involved as participants in stakeholder 
discussions and also in decision-making. 



Future Opportunities
 Begin research to find out which fish species are using the FCZ’s; 

 If possible, align the EGAT and DoF fish stocking program to increase the 
numbers of these native fish using the FCZ’s and cease stocking exotic fish 
species; 

 Beginning a monitoring program to assess the success of fish stocking 
program and the effectiveness of the location of the FCZ’s; 

 Creating a feedback loop to allow the results of research and monitoring to 
‘return and report’ to the governing scientific committee; 

 Working towards implementation of district or subdistrict governance of 
FCZ’s through the creation of legislation to protect and govern them, 
including the specifics of fines and penalties for non- compliance; and 

 Refining the multi-stakeholder committee for flow allocation (committee to 
determine when the gates open and close) to include upstream residents 
occasionally displaced by seasonal flooding when the gates are closed. 



Pictures can also be presented more dramatically in widescreen.

Widescreen Pictures


